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The EU’s contribution to peace and reconciliation in Europe

mEE
The first efforts to unify Europe in the immediate aftermath of World War II were motivated by the desire to



reconcile former enemies and prevent further conflict. The political dimension has remained uppermost in all the
subsequent expansions of European cooperation. Democracy, human rights, protection of minorities, and
reconciliation of ethnically and religiously divided peoples have been even more important a condition of
membership of the European Union than have free trade and competition and a market economy system.

This contribution to peace and reconciliation in Europe going back over 60 years has been recognized in the
award of the 2012 Nobel Peace Prize to the European Union. The timing was apt. The Prize was awarded at the
very time when European leaders most needed encouragement to continue their struggle to resolve the problems
of the most advanced stage of European cooperation so far, the single currency, a struggle in which they now
finally seem to be winning.

The speaker will trace the motives for the first treaties, the principles applied in admitting new members, and the
continuing efforts of the EU to resolve disputes and uphold democracy, human rights, tolerance and press freedom
in member countries old and new. He will also look at the nascent diplomatic efforts of the EU on the world stage
in support of these same principles.
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